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In the rolling woodlands of colonial Virginia, on a crisp February morning in 1732, a child 

destined for greatness entered the world at Pope’s Creek Plantation. George Washington, 
firstborn son of planter Augustine Washington and his iron-willed wife Mary Ball, was 
raised amid the raw beauty and harsh demands of frontier life. Losing his father at the 
tender age of eleven, young George learned early the lessons of resilience and self-
reliance. Though denied the grand schooling afforded to many gentlemen of his day, he 
devoured knowledge with quiet determination—mastering mathematics, surveying, and 
the ways of the land. By the time he was a teenager, the powerful Fairfax family became 
his most important mentors and patrons.  George’s  older half-brother  Lawrence had 
married  Anne Fairfax,  daughter  of  

    250 Years of  American Independence 

William Fairfax — cousin and land 
agent to Thomas Fairfax, 6th Lord 
Fairfax of Cameron, who owned a 
vast 5-million-acre proprietary be-
tween the Rappahannock and Po-
tomac rivers, one of the largest 
land grants in America. 
 

Young George frequently visited 
the elegant Fairfax estate at Bel-
voir. In 1748, at just sixteen years 
old, Lord Fairfax hired him to help 
survey the wild, untamed lands of 
the Shenandoah Valley. This rug-
ged expedition gave Washington 
valuable frontier experience, in-
come, and important connections.  
The Fairfaxes introduced him to the 
manners, education, and opportu-
nities of Virginia’s elite society, 
helping  shape the ambitious young  
man into a confident surveyor, officer, and gentleman — skills and social standing that 
would later propel his military and political career.  
 

Tall, strong, and possessed of an unyielding ambition, Washington honed his abilities as a 
frontiersman, woodsman, and militia officer, riding the wild rivers and forests, studying the 
art of war from books and British officers alike. With each passing season, the young Vir-
ginian forged himself into a leader ready for whatever destiny the troubled colonies might 
demand. 
 

In the spring of 1754, a tall and determined young Virginia militia officer of just twenty-two 
years, George Washington, led a small force of colonial troops deep into the untamed 
Ohio Valley wilderness. Burning with ambition and a sense of duty to the British Crown, 
Washington and his men ambushed a French scouting party at Jumonville Glen. In the 
sharp crack of musket fire, a French officer fell — an act many would later call the spark 
that ignited  the  French and Indian War. Weeks later,  the same  young commander 
found himself and his outnumbered men surrounded at the hastily built Fort Necessity.  

The earliest known life portrait of George Washington was painted in 1772 by 

Charles Willson Peale. At the time, Washington was 40 years old and serving as 

a colonel in the Virginia Regiment (militia). This was painted at Mount Vernon, 

three years before the Revolutionary War began in 1775. Image: Library of Congress 
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ARAC Board of Directors  

PHOTO 

COMING 

SOON! 

PHOTO 

COMING 

SOON! 

PHOTO 

COMING 

SOON! 

Board Meeting Minutes PENDING - June 2, 2026 

PHOTO 

COMING 

SOON! 

Present: 
Board Members 

Gene Ellefsen – N0VRM, Jon Nelson – N0UOZ, Melinda Nelson – AF0ET, 
Randy Wabik – KR0B, Brian Beckman – KF0LFZ, Justin Cheever – 
KD9VKI 

Board Advisors (Non-Board Members) 
Doug Nelson – AA0AW, Grant Forsyth – KC0WUP 
Guest: 
Al Nordin – WB0DBQ, Rochelle Nelson 
 
Meeting called to order by President Gene – N0VRM at 18:34 (6:34 pm) 
 
Minutes: 
Minutes were sent via email. Motion to approve Jon Nelson – N0UOZ, 

and Justin Cheever – KD9VKI, motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 

Checking: $144.51 
Savings: $2,313.39 
Repeater: $3,361.76 
Subtotal Cash $5,819.66 
Cash on hand: $155.63 
Subtotal COH: $155.63 
Outstanding Checks: 
Assets Subtotal: $5,975.29 

 
Motion made by Melinda Nelson – AF0ET to accept Treasurer’s report 

as is, seconded by Jon Nelson – N0UOZ. Motion passed. 
 
Testing: 
5 candidates at the testing session for Ham Fest. 2 new techs, 1 gen-

eral, and 1 extra.  
There will be a change coming up with the VE program. It will be going 

digital for testing were the candidate will be taking the test online. There will be 
a meeting coming soon for all VE’s. 

If you are interested in getting your license you will need a copy of the 
FRN number, an ID, and a copy of your licenses. As always if you are ready to 
test or know someone who wants to test, please get ahold of Doug Nelson – 
AA0AW at AA0AW@arrl.net. 
 

Repeater: 
Randy Wabik – KR0B, Will be looking at getting new cans. 
 

New Business: 
Open Registration for Grandma’s Marathon – Password HAM26. If interested 
please contact Melinda Nelson – AF0ET at jonbeeyore@outlook.com or Doug 
Nelson – AA0AW at AA0AW@arrl.net.  

Getting ready for Curnow and Voyager races 
 

Motion to adjourn by Jon Nelson – N0UOZ, seconded by randy Wabik 0 KR0B, 

motion passed at 19:46 (7:46 PM). 

 
Board of Director June Minutes  

Not Available at Press Time 
 

Watch Your Inbox for  
Minutes when available 
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        ARAC  Club Meeting Minutes 

Continued on Page 4 

June 11, 2026 

Present: 
President: Gene Ellefsen – N0VRM 
Vice President: Jon Nelson – N0UOZ 
Secretary: Melinda Nelson – AF0ET 
First Year Board: Dave Davis – AA0AC 
Second Year Board: Brain Beckman – KF0LFZ 
HamFest/Education: Bob Schulz – KC0NFB 
Special Events: Open/Gene Ellefsen – N0VRM (acting) 
Testing: Doug Nelson – AA0AW 
 

Absent: 
Treasurer/Membership: Randy Wabik – KR0B 
Third Year Board: Justin Cheever – KD9VKI 
Repeater: Dave Pyrlik – K0DJP & Randy Wabik – KR0B 
Parliamentarian: Grant Forsyth – KC0WUP 
Property/Picnic: Scott Ahlgren – N0VYU 
Newsletter/Historian: Kim Waller – KE0NQS 
Newsletter/Historian: Steve Waller – KE0NQT 
Web Site: Thomas Dorr – KE0RHA 
Chaplin: 
 

Meeting called to order at 17:00 (7:00 PM) by President Gene Ellefsen – N0VRM. Forty-six (46) 
members were in attendance. 
 

Minutes: 
Minutes are posted on the website and in the newsletter. Motion to accept by Alan Anway – 
KC9LJN, seconded by Sam Frey – KE0YTM, motion Passed. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
Checking: $144.51 
Savings: $2,313.39 
Repeater: $3,361.76 

Subtotal Cash $5,819.66 
Cash on hand: $155.63 

Subtotal COH: $155.63 
Outstanding Checks: 

Assets Subtotal: $5,975.29 
Motion made by Bob Schulz – KC0NFB, seconded by Paul Gilsdorf – KF0GEX. Motion 
passed. 
 

 
Club Meeting June Minutes  
Not Available at Press Time 

 
Watch Your Inbox for  

Minutes when available 
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        ARAC  Club Meeting Minutes continued 

Testing: 
Please make sure that you have the updated syllabus. As always if you are looking to test or 
upgrade or know of anyone that is interested in testing, please contact Doug Nelson – 
AA0AW at AA0AW@arrl.net. 
 
New Business: 

Open Registration for Grandma’s Marathon – Password HAM26. If interested, please con-
tact Melinda Nelson – AF0ET at jonbeeyore@outlook.com or Doug Nelson – AA0AW at 
AA0AW@arrl.net.  

Getting ready for Curnow and Voyager races 
 

Silent Key: (Please keep their family in your thoughts) 
 

New members/Returning members (Please welcome them when they get on the radio): 
 

Door Prize: was won by Robert Peterson – N0RWP 
 

Motion to adjourn by Jon Nelson – N0UOZ, seconded by Bill Turk – KF0ILA, motion passed 
at 19:12 (7:12 PM). 
 

 

2026 Program:  
June – Grandma’s Marathon by Grandma’s Marathon Team Melinda Nelson – AF0ET and 
 Doug Nelson – AA0AW. 
July – Intro to Fox Hunting 
August –  
October –  
November –  
December – Christmas Party 
 

If you are interested in seeing a program, or would like to host a program, please reach out 

to Jon Nelson at jonbeeyore@outlook.com or 715-817-1986. 
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Hi Everyone, 
 
 

Field Day  is over and it was  great time, and over 1,000 contacts were made.  
 

A big thank you for all the help setting up! Check the Facebook page for pho-
tos.  Thank you to Diane K0DSL for bringing  a Station,  Antennas and Ham-
burgers with all the fixings, and Doug AA0AW for providing a Station and get-
ting the Lake County Tower Trailer.  Thanks also to Rick KB0YBA for getting 
the St Louis County Tower Trailer and letting us use his Camper--and thanks 
to Randy KR0B for manning the grill!! 
 

Mark your Calendar for Sunday August 2, for the ARAC Club Picnic at Cham-
bers Grove Park out in Fond Du Lac  at 11:00 AM.    
 
Gene NØVRM 

Thanks to All our Veterans! 

HAPPY  
INDEPENDENCE DAY! 

Prez Sez  
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CW Abbreviations 
 
AR End of Message   AS  Pse QRX  BK  Back to You   SK  End of Contact 
 
TU  Thank You    PSE  Please   K  Invite to Transmit   
 
QST  Calling all Amateurs  QRL  Are You Busy? QRU  Have anything for me 
 
QRV  Are You Ready?  QRX  Standby  QRS  Transit Slower   
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Have a favorite HF/6m/2m/1.25m/7Øcm net that you check into or listen in on? Also, please send corrections and we will add it to the 
list below - Kim KEØNQS at my email KEØNQS.mn@gmail.com. 
 

 Northland Weather Group Net: Mondays 2ØØØ on the ARAC repeater (146.940 MHz with a tone of 103.5 and standard offset).   

 Minnesota D-Star Net: Sundays at 19:3Ø on Reflector 53A 

 Minnesota Section Net 12ØØ and 173Ø on 3.86Ø [Net Manager: NØYR] http://www.mn-section.org/dept_stm.html 

 The non-non-net:  Evenings 2ØØØ 144.2ØØ USB except for Sunday evenings. 

 Badger WX Net: Ø5ØØ-Ø715 on 3.985. Give 24 hour high/low/current temperature, precipitation and snowfall. 

 PICONET: 3.925 from Ø9ØØ-11ØØ CT Mon-Sat and 16ØØ-17ØØ CT Mon-Fri. Info at: http://www.piconet3925.com 

 Michigan Upper Peninsula Net: 16ØØ (CST) on 3.921 MHz Sun-Sat and 12ØØ Sun. Info: http://www.michupnet.com 

 Great Lakes Marine/Maritime Mobile Net: Morning Ø7:3Ø - 3.932; Ø8:15 - 7.261 MHz  and evening 18:3Ø - 3.173Ø927; 19:15 - 

7.268 MHz. Weekend extra net: 1Ø:ØØ - 7.261/7.268 MHz. All CST, LSB and +/- QRM. See: http://www.sailblogs.com/member/

glmmnet/ 

 MIDCARS: Ø7:3Ø-13:ØØ - 7.258 MHz. See: http://www.midcars.net 

 Iowa snowbird net on 14.257MHz, M-W-F at 1Ø:ØØ am Local Time. This is an open net. 

 Spider Web Net (Marco Island FL) on 14.347 every morning at Ø73Ø CST/CDT: http://www.spiderwebnet.net 

 Maritime Mobile Service Network: Daily at 11ØØ—21ØØ Central on 14.3ØØ. http://mmsn.org and http://www.143ØØ.net 

 RV Radio Network: Every day at 19ØØ Central on 7.265 MHz. Web site: http://www.rvradionetwork.com 

 Upper Midwest Ten Meter Net: Every Thursday Evening @ 8 PM – 28.48Ø MHz USB 

 Wisconsin Sideband Net: Daily @ 5:15 PM – 3985 [or 3982.5] KHz LSB 

 Hobby Helpers Net - Tuesday @ 8 PM – 28.33Ø MHz USB (Isanti MN) LSB [Net Manager: WOØA]. 

 Northstar Trader Net: 3.9Ø8 +/- at Ø83Ø CST Sundays 

 WARFA: 3.9Ø8 +/- Sun/Tue/Thu nights at 22ØØ CST, http://warfa.org/ 

 Youth Net:  14.32Ø-1433Ø Sundays 18ØØ-19ØØ UTC, Net Control: AC8PI 

 YACHT: Saturdays 19ØØ CST on EchoLink #481872, http://yachthams.webstarts.com 

 Northwestern Ontario ARES Net: Evenings at 2Ø:15 (Central) on +/- 3.75ØMhz 

 The Iron Range Net: Saturdays at Ø8ØØ Central time on or near 3.919 Mhz. Look them up on Facebook! 

 FORX Net: Mondays at 19ØØ Central at 3.941 Mhz +/- QRM. WAØJXT — Grand Forks, North Dakota 

 HF CW: Fridays Ø8:ØØ CST, 7.112 MHz. Informal slow speed CW Net. W8IRT NCS. Email: w8irt@aol.com 

 Minnesota ARES Digital Net: Thursdays at 2ØØØ CST, 3.5835 MHz USB +/- QRM, Mode: Olivia 8/5ØØ. 

 SARA Digital Net: Sundays at 19ØØ Local, 3.582.15Ø MHz USB +/- QRM, Mode: BPSK31/BPSK63 

 Spider Web Net (Marco Island FL): 14.347 every morning at Ø73Ø CST/CDT: http://www.spiderwebnet.net 

 Broadcaster Net: 7.231 or 3.855 M/W/F @ 15ØØ UTC. 14.255 M-F @ 213Ø UTC. http://www.cbsretirees.com/ham.htm 

 Old Military Radio Net: 7.268 +/- nightly at Ø2ØØz. Other times/Frequencies too. See: http://www.mrca.ar88.net/ 

 Rag Chew Crew/Tailgaters/Freewheelers Nets: 3.916 +/- nightly at 19ØØ CST, http://www.tailgatersnet.com 

 North South Net: 7.214.6 +/- at Ø7ØØ CST, Monday-Saturday 

 

 

NETS 
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 DULUTH  AREA  REPEATERS  

Continued on Page 9 

Not Operating 

Not Operating 

Not Operating 

Not Operating 

Not Operating 

Not Operating 
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 DULUTH  AREA  REPEATERS, continued 

El-mer / ɛl-mər/ [el-mer] 
1. a male given name: from Old English words meaning “noble” and “famous.” 
2. an adhesive used to bond like or unlike materials 
3. An experienced ham radio operator who mentors new and prospective hams.  
 

Name Call Sign Expertise 
Jeff Nast KCØMKS APRS, EchoLink, WinLink, Fusion, Contesting 

Bob Schulz KCØNFB Contesting 
Jim Anderson NØJWA QsoNet 
Doug Nelson AAØAW HF, VHF/UHF, Contesting,  Packet, APRS, Morse Code, VE testing, Echolink, Allstar, 
  EmCom… 

Elmers 



10   

 

Ahlgren, Scott NØVYU 
 sahlgren01@msn.com 
Anderson, Jim NØJWA 
 kc0mko@centurylink.net 
Anway, Allen KC9LJN 
 allen@a2d2.com 
Bakke, Richard KDØQHE 
 rabakke46@aol.com 
Barnes, Ray KEØZN 
 ke0zn@pm.me 
Blodgett, Warren KDØXI 
 kd0xi@aol.com 
Blotti, Nick KBØMHD 
 NickBlotti@hotmail.com 
Bockbrader, Jonah KEØCXD 
 j@pelirrojo.ninja 
Bockbrader, Rollie KBØCK 
 Rollie.bockbrader@q.com 
Berger, William           W9YZI     
radiow9yzi@aol.com  
Clemens, Butch KBØSMG 
 kb0smg@2z.net 
Currier, Barb 
 bjcurrier@peoplepc.com 
Dall, Jim WDØGVW 
Dall, Teresa KAØCDO 
 wd0gvw@gmail.com 
Dallavia, Paul KCØWDQ 
 kc0wdq@yahoo.com 
Daly, Ed KØYMF 
 eddalymn@aol.com 
Ellefsen, Gene NØVRM 
 lspitech@mail.com 
Ferch, Tim AKØTF 
 ak0tf@aol.com 
Ferguson, Tom WBØDHB 
 tferg5@msn.com 
Fleischman, Bill KCØZZL 
 wfleisch@d.umn.edu 
Forsyth, Grant KCØWUP 
 forsythgrantc@gmail.com 
Frederick, Jerry NØBNG 
 n0bng@mchsi.com 
Frederick, Julie NØPIE 
 jfreds@mchsi.com 
Frey, Sam    KEØYTM 
 ke0ytm@gmail.com   
Fritze, David               KA5QEW  
    fritzedavid@gmail.com   
Gibbs, Rex NØKXT 
 n0kxt@yahoo.com 
Gilsdorf, Paul              KFØGEX  
   paul.gilsdorf@icloud.com              
lGodbout, Med             WØEEZ 
w0eezmedgodbout@centurytel.net 

Gordon, Fritz               KD9BEW                    
wizzard7@hushmail.com 
Hanson, Gary    NUØW 
 captaingary@chartermi.net 
Harstad, Ben    KEØJDB 
coast_guard_aux_duluth@yahoo.com C
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Hawkinson, Garry    WØELH 
 garryhawkinson@yahoo.com  
Hegrenes, Bruce     KØOE  
      Hegrenes@charter.com   
Jakubek, Patrick   KDØSGK 
 kd0sgk@gmail.com 
Johnson, Randy   AAØME 
 randy@nsw4x4.com 
Johnston, Art             KE8PT        
ajohnston2@charter.net     
Keppers, Jody           KFØFWF 
jodykepp@gmail.com 
Leslie, Shirl   KBØSBM 
 dsleslie@centurytel.net 
Maida, Tom                KFØALP 
   tmaida@outlook.com 
Makowski, Cletus   KBØLBS 
 kb0lbs52@msn.com 
Makowski, Karen   NØWEZ 
 k-wez1@hotmail.com 
Marchetti, Jim   KEØLHX 
 ke0lhx@outlook.com 
Mattson, Bing   KCØKRA 
Mattson, Kathy   KCØTIV 
 HamToHam@msn.com 
McCorison, Derek   WØDNF 
 derek1068@hotmail.com 
Meese, Joe   WØLWU 
 rxcpd@yahoo.com 
Miller, Dave   WØNWO 
 dmiller@nwoutlet.com 
 

Mullozzi, Anthony (Nick) 
              Nick   KDØYQA 
              AJ   KDØYPZ 
              Ben   KDØYQB 
              Joe   KDØYQC 
 amulloz@hotmail.com 
 

Murray, Edwin   W1ELM 
 w1elm@arrl.net 
Nast, Jeffrey   KCØMKS 
 kc0mks@gmail.com 
Nelson, Doug   AAØAW 
 aa0aw@chartermi.net 
Nelson, Glen   KAØGGG 
 mgnelsonØ1@gmail.com 
Nelson, John   KBØSUW 
 jon275@q.com 
Nordin, Al   WBØDBQ 
 anordin@aol.com 
Olson, Lloyd Jr.   KC9JTC 
 kc9jtc@yahoo.com 
Pearson, Wayne   WØKRH 
 meppsy@netzero.net 
Pettit, Kathy   KCØYVM 
 kc0yvm@gmail.com 
Pomroy, Deb   KCØUKC 
 dpomroy@pm.me 

Pyrlik, David   KØDJP 
 David.pyrlik@gmail.com 
 

Reger, Bernard   KB9KQZ 
            Mike   KB9KRA 
            Brian   KB9KUX 
            Chris   KB9WJQ 
 bjr5488@yahoo.com   
Reuter, Mark G.  KC9YZN 
 mgreuter7872@icloud.com      
Rosell, Dawson  KEØHEL 
 rosel032@d.umn.edu      
Saunders, Diane KØDSL 
 k0dslae@gmail.com 
Scholz, Greg KDØUYN 
 kd0uyn@gmail.com 
Schreyer, Dave       WAØAWZ            
  wa0awz@gmail.com 
Schulz, Robert KCØNFB 
 kc0nfb@charter.net 
Scoggin, Gary          WØGRY 
 garyscoggin@gmail.com 
Snyder, Mark ACØLE 
 snyds1118@msn.com 
Stark, John KCØYVH 
 johnvinyl@yahoo.com 
Swanson, Scott N9DMG 
 sswanson6749@charter.net 
Waller, Kim              KEØNQS 
   ke0nqs.mn@gmail.com 
Waller, Steve            KEØNQT 
  ke0nqt@gmail.com 
Whelan, Jacqui KBØJIM 
 cndymx@gmail.com 
Whelan, John KØJRW 
 jr-whelan@hotmail.com 
Winterscheidt, Heinz   KD6FSA 
 alter.skipper@gmail.com 
Wulf Gar WU1FGR
 wu1fgr.ham@gmail.com 
 

Members, please check your name 
and email address for accuracy.  If 
you are not on this list and want to 
be on the list, contact us with your 
info.  If you need to make a change, 
please let us know at 

KE0NQS.mn@gmail.com  OR 
KE0NQT@gmail.com 
 

Co-Editors,  
Kim & Steve Waller 
KEØNQS & KEØNQT 
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  Membership Email Directory 



 

 

SUNDAY NIGHT NETS  
193Ø - CW - 28.125 MHz USB-CW 
2ØØØ -USB 28.45Ø MHz 
21ØØ - Southern St. Louis County 
    Emergency Services Net 

MONDAY NIGHT NETS  
2ØØØ- Northland WX Net - ARAC Repeater 

 

TUESDAY NIGHT NETS 
2ØØØ -Douglas Cty 145.49Ø MHz 
2Ø3Ø - Central Carlton County 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT NETS 
19ØØ - Lake County - LSAC1  
 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 
21ØØ - BWAR CLUB EVENTS  

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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21ØØ - BWAR 
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CW  1930    AAØAW 
USB 2000   K9KDK  
ES    2100   AAØAW 
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WX  2000 KCØMKS 

7 

 

ARAC BOARD 

MEETING  
Sammy’s Pizza 
6:30 pm 
 
 

DC Net 2000 
CC Net 2030 

8 

Lake County 

ARES/RACES 

Meeting   

1900 CC EOC 

Lake County 
LSAC1 1900 
21ØØ - BWAR 

9 
 

 
ARAC  
Club Meeting 
Coppertop 
Church 

7 PM 
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CW  1930 NØPDG 
USB 2000 KRØB 
ES    2100 KØDSL 

13 

 

Douglas County 
ARES/RACES 
Mtg 1900 DC E 
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14 

 
 
 
 

 

 

DC Net 2000 
CC Net 2030 
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Lake County 
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23 
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ARES/RACES 

Meeting   

1900 CC EOC 
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CW  1930  NØPDG 
USB 2000   AAØAW 
ES    2100  KCØWDQ 
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29 
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Friday Night  
6 meter  

Gag-Chew 
50.125 USB 

7 PM 

Friday Night  
6 meter  

Gag-Chew 
50.125 USB 

7 PM 

Friday Night  
6 meter  

Gag-Chew 
50.125 USB 

7 PM 

Friday Night  
6 meter  

Gag-Chew 
50.125 USB 

7 PM 

4 

America’s  

Independence 
Day 

250th Birthday 

Friday Night  
6 meter  

Gag-Chew 
50.125 USB 

7 PM 
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Get this newsletter faster 
via email! 

Email Doug AAØAW at 
aaØaw@arrl.net 

   

Next Club Meeting: 
July 9, 2026 - 7 pm 
Coppertop Church  

ARAC  Committee Chairs 

 

Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com 
 
 

National Contest Journal at www.ncjweb.com 
 
 

QSO Party Note:  State/Province/National QSO Parties are abbreviated with the 2 or 3 letter 
abbreviation for the state/province/national designation followed by QP for QSO Party: 
 

Examples: Minnesota QSO Party is MNQP 
   British Columbia QSO Party = BCQP 
 

QRZ web site at www.qrz.com 
VHF Propagation site at www.aprs.mountainlake.k12.mn.us 
     
Reminder:  The Contest Corral monthly listing of contests can be found in each issue 
of QST.  ARRL sponsored contests can be found in Contest Corral, highlighted, or on 
the ARRL’s web site at arrl.org. 
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                     American Independence continued from page 1 

On July 4, 1754, Washington was forced to surrender — the only time in his long and storied career he would ever lay 
down his arms to an enemy. 
 

This was only the beginning of his service. Washington and thousands of fellow colonists continued to fight loyally for 
Britain through the long and brutal war. Their courage, frontier skills, and steadfast support proved vital as colonial pro-
vincial troops marched alongside British regulars. By 1760, their combined efforts helped force the dramatic surrender of 
Montreal, delivering a mighty victory to the Crown. 
 

Yet for all their courage and loyalty, the colonies had paid a heavy price in blood and treasure to help Britain claim its 
great victory. When the guns finally fell silent, Britain stood triumphant but staggering beneath mountains of debt. Gazing 
across the vast Atlantic, the King and his ministers saw in their loyal American colonies not grateful partners, but a con-
venient source of gold. They resolved that the very men who had fought beside them — men like young George Wash-
ington — must now help shoulder the crushing burden through new taxes, stricter laws, and firmer control from London. 
What had begun as shared military glory and brotherly sacrifice soon hardened into bitterness, resentment, and open 
resistance. 
 

Not long after the smoke of war had cleared, the British Parliament passed a law that sent ripples of anger through the 
colonies. In 1765 came the Stamp Act — a bold decree that every newspaper, legal paper, playing card, and even col-
lege diploma in America must carry a special British stamp. Colonists were ordered to pay for these stamps, even 
though they had no voice in Parliament to approve or reject the tax. “No taxation without representation!” became the cry 
that echoed from Boston to Charleston. Across the colonies, proud merchants, lawyers, and ordinary citizens rose up in 
protest, boycotting British goods and refusing to obey. What had once been loyalty began to crack. 

Samuel Adams,   dozens of colonists — some dressed as Mohawk Indians — quietly boarded  three  British ships in the 
harbor. Among them was Paul Revere. Working swiftly and without harming anyone, they dumped 342 chests of valua-
ble tea into the cold waters of Boston Harbor. It was a bold act of defiance. The Boston Tea Party showed that the colo-
nists were no longer willing to accept British taxes and control without a fight. What had started as protests was quickly 
turning into open rebellion.  
 

Standing tall among these bold Patriots was one of the richest men in all the colonies—John Hancock. A wealthy Boston 
Continued on Page 14 

Paul Revere engraved, printed and widely distributed the above image he called: 
“The bloody Massacre Perpetrated in King Street Boston on March 5th 

1770 by a Party of the 29th Regt.” Image: Library of Congress 

A few years later, in 1767, Parliament tried again with 
the Townshend Acts. These new laws placed taxes on 
many everyday items the colonies needed — tea, 
glass, paper, and paint. Worse still, the British used 
some of that tax money to pay their own governors 
and judges so they would no longer listen to the colo-
nists. More red-coated soldiers were sent to enforce 
the rules. Once again, the colonists answered with 
fierce determination: they organized boycotts, held 
public meetings, and stood together against what they 
saw as unfair control from across the sea. The spirit of 
resistance grew stronger with every passing season. 
 

Tensions in Boston finally boiled over on a cold March 
night in 1770. British soldiers, sent to enforce unpopu-
lar laws and keep order, stood guard outside the Cus-
tom House. A crowd of angry colonists gathered, hurl-
ing snowballs, ice, and insults at the redcoats. In the 
confusion, the soldiers fired into the crowd, killing five 
men, including a sailor named Crispus Attucks. News 
of the shooting spread like wildfire through the colo-
nies.  
 

In Boston, Samuel Adams seized the moment. He 
organized a massive funeral and used newspapers 
and speeches to call it a “massacre,” painting the Brit-
ish as tyrants. Paul Revere created a powerful engrav-
ing of the scene that was printed and shared across 
the colonies, turning the tragic event into a lasting 
symbol of British cruelty. 
 

Three years later, in December 1773, the British tried 
to force the colonists to buy taxed tea. The people of 
Boston refused. On the night of December 16, after a 
fiery meeting at the Old South Meeting House led by 
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                     American Independence continued from page 13 

merchant with a great fortune in shipping, Hancock used his money and influence to secretly support the fight for lib-
erty. He smuggled goods past British taxes, helped pay for protests and supplies, and opened his home and purse to 
the cause. When news of the Boston Massacre spread, Hancock stood firmly with Samuel Adams.  
 

After the daring Boston Tea Party, he openly defended the brave men who had acted that night. To the British, Han-
cock became a dangerous enemy — they even nicknamed him “the King of the Smugglers.” To the colonists, he was 
becoming a powerful champion of freedom.  

As resistance grew hotter, a powerful underground network known as the Sons of Liberty sprang up across the col-
onies. Formed in the 1760s to fight unfair British taxes, this bold group of Patriots included Samuel Adams, Paul Re-
vere, and John Hancock. They organized protests, spread news through Committees of Correspondence, and kept 
the fire of liberty burning in taverns, streets, and secret meetings. Their daring spirit helped unite the colonies against 
tyranny. 
 

In the fall of 1774, after the British Parliament passed the harsh Intolerable Acts to punish Boston, the colonies took 
a historic step. Delegates from twelve of the thirteen colonies gathered in Philadelphia for the First Continental Con-
gress.  Inside Carpenters’ Hall, men like Samuel Adams argued passionately for strong action,  while more cautious  

 

John Hancock            
by portrait artist  

John Singleton Copley,   
circa 1770–1772 

 

Longest serving President of 
the Continental Congress and 
the first person to sign the 
Declaration of Independence 

Continued on Page 15 

Destruction of the Tea at Boston Harbor  
 

A hand-colored 1846 lithograph print       
from  artist/printmaker                              

Nathaniel  Currier                                        
(later Currier & Ives)  

 

The image shows a dramatic              
nighttime scene at Griffin’s Wharf               

in Boston Harbor on December 16, 1773.       
 

Image: Library of Congress, Currier & Ives Collection 

voices hoped for peace. After weeks of spirit-
ed debate, they rejected a plan that would 
have kept the colonies too closely tied to Brit-
ain. Instead, they created the Continental 
Association — a powerful agreement that 
the colonies would refuse to buy or use most 
British goods until the unfair laws were re-
pealed. They also sent a respectful but firm 
petition to King George III,  Continued on Page 15 

 

Samuel Adams       
by portrait artist  

John Singleton Copley,   
circa 1772 

 

Adams points at the Massa-
chusetts Charter, which he 
viewed as a constitution that 
protected the peoples’ rights. 
 
  Both images: Library of Congress 



 

 

                     

                     American Independence continued from page 14 

15 

pleading for him to respect their ancient rights as Englishmen. Before they left, the delegates agreed to meet again in 
the spring of 1775 if the King did not listen. For the first time, the colonies had spoken with one voice. 

They were Thomas Jefferson of Virginia, John Adams of Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania, 
Roger Sherman of Connecticut, and Robert R. Livingston of New York. Jefferson, chosen for his reputation as an 
eloquent writer — at John Adams’ persuasion — worked largely alone for roughly seventeen days in a rented room 
in Philadelphia. He consulted closely with Adams and Franklin, then the full committee reviewed the draft together.  
 

On June 28, 1776 they presented the revised Declaration document to Congress.  

 

Paul Revere’s Midnight Ride  
 

As tensions continued to rise, the British prepared a bold strike. On the night of 
April 18, 1775, two lanterns glowed in the belfry of Boston’s Old North Church 
— the pre-arranged signal that British troops were marching “by sea” across the 
Charles River (one lantern if by land, two if by sea). Paul Revere, alerted by Dr. 
Joseph Warren, slipped past British warships by rowing quietly across the water 
to Charlestown. There he borrowed a horse and began his legendary midnight 
ride. Joined by William Dawes and later Samuel Prescott, Revere galloped 
through the Massachusetts countryside, urgently warning Patriot leaders Samu-
el Adams and John Hancock that British soldiers were coming to arrest them 
and seize colonial weapons stored in Concord. His cry of alarm — “The British 
are coming!” — roused the sleeping towns. Thanks to these daring riders, the 
colonial militia was ready when the first shots rang out at Lexington and Con-
cord the next morning. The long-dreaded conflict had finally begun. 
 

Second Continental Congress:                                                                       
From Managing War to Declaring Independence 
 

Just weeks  after the first  musket shots  echoed at  Lexington and Concord  in 
April 1775,  delegates from  all thirteen colonies  gathered again  in Philadelphia  Paul Revere 1768 Portrait                    

by John Singleton Copley                     

Image: Library of Congress           

Original Painting can be viewed at                    

Museum of Fine Arts Boston 

Paul Revere 1768 Portrait                    
by John Singleton Copley                     

Image: Library of Congress           

Original Painting can be viewed at                    

Museum of Fine Arts Boston 

for the Second Continental Congress.  
 

War had begun, and the weight of destiny 
hung heavy in the air. Inside the Pennsyl-
vania State House, great voices rose. 
John Adams argued with fierce conviction 
for full independence. Benjamin Franklin, 
the wise inventor and elder statesman, 
offered his sharp mind and worldwide re-
spect.  
 

Patrick Henry’s fiery spirit still inspired, 
while Thomas Paine’s bestselling pam-
phlet Common Sense swept through 
towns and farms like a fresh wind, convinc-
ing thousands that true freedom meant 
breaking away from a distant king. 
 

On June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee of 
Virginia stood tall and introduced a bold 
resolution declaring that “these United Col-
onies are, and of right ought to be, free 
and independent States.” John Adams 
proudly seconded the motion. With hearts 
stirred, Congress took a historic step.  
 

Shortly after, on June 11, they appointed a 
Committee of Five to craft a formal docu-
ment explaining their reasons to charter a 
course for a new nation to the world. 

John Adams 1783 Portrait                    
by John Singleton Copley                     

Image: Library of Congress            

Original Painting can be viewed at                    

Harvard Art Museum Boston 

Continued on Page 16 
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                     American Independence continued from page 15 

After passionate debate, the delegates voted for independence on July 2. Two days later, 
on July 4, 1776, they adopted the Declaration of Independence document as written.  
 

The approved document was a powerful justification for liberty. It opened with a stirring 
preamble on natural rights — “all men are created equal” — listed the colonists’ many 
grievances against the King, and ended with a solemn announcement that the colonies 
were now free and independent states.  
 

That very day it was printed as a broadside — a large, single-sheet poster meant to be 
read aloud in town squares and nailed to doors across the land — and quickly carried 
throughout the colonies. 
 

Later, a magnificent handwritten version on parchment (the engrossed copy) was pre-
pared. Most delegates signed it beginning August 2, 1776. John Hancock, President of 
the Congress, signed first with a large, bold flourish. Legend says he declared, “There, I 
guess King George will be able to read that!” 

George Washington: The Journey Comes Full Circle 
 

The same young Virginian who had once loyally served the British Crown in the forests of 
the Ohio Valley, who had helped win a great empire only to watch that empire turn 
against his homeland, now stood as the living embodiment of the new nation. On April 30, 
1789, George Washington stood on the balcony of Federal Hall in New York City and 
took the presidential oath of office, administered by Robert R. Livingston. Unanimously 
elected  as the first  President of the United States,  he guided the young republic through  

Portraits 
 

Top: Thomas Jefferson 1786  
by Mather Brown 

 

Second: Patrick Henry  
by Thomas Sulley 

 

Third: Thomas Paine 1792 
by Laurent Dabos 

 

Bottom: Richard Henry Lee 
by Charles Wilson Peale 

 

Images: Library of Congress 

 

“Declaration of Independence”, 1818-1819 painting by John Trumbull 
An American painter who fought in the Revolutionary War and later became known for his series of Revolution-
ary War scenes.  The painting depicts the moment on June 28, 1776, when the Committee of Five presented 
the draft of the Declaration to the Continental Congress (not the actual signing on August 2). 
 

At the desk (President of Congress): John Hancock (sitting in the prominent chair on the right side of the table, 
leaning forward). 
Standing and presenting the document (center group, left to right): Thomas Jefferson (holding the document, 
red vest) 
John Adams (standing beside Jefferson), Benjamin Franklin (standing behind, older man with long hair), 
Roger Sherman, Robert R. Livingston 
 

The painting includes 42 of the eventual 56 signers of the Declaration, with many other delegates visible in the 
background. Image: Library of Congress; Original placed in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda in 1826. 

Continued on Page 17 



 

 

                     

                     American Independence continued from page 16 

its most fragile early years with quiet strength and unwavering integri-
ty. He helped shape a new government, established wise traditions, 
and proved that a free nation could thrive without a king.  
 

The boy who surveyed wild frontiers, the officer who sparked a world 
war, and the general who forged an army of free men had completed 
his extraordinary journey — from loyal subject of the King to the fa-
ther of a free and independent nation. 
 

After serving two terms as President (1789–1797), George Washing-
ton happily retired to his beloved Mount Vernon. There he returned to 
the life of a Virginia planter, managing his estate, welcoming count-
less visitors, and enjoying the peace of his family and farmlands.  
 

George Washington  passed away peacefully in 1799, remembered 
forever as the most dedicated patriot in United States history, who 
through his entire life fought to chart, establish, defend, and advance 
our great Republic. 

 

George Washington (Lansdowne Portrait) 
 

Painted by Gilbert Stuart in 1796, this majestic full-length portrait 
stands nearly eight feet tall. It shows President Washington in his for-
mal black velvet suit, surrounded by symbols of peace, justice, and the 
young American republic. One of the most iconic images of Washing-
ton as President, it can be viewed today at the National Portrait Gal-
lery in Washington, D.C. It captures the dignity and quiet strength of 
the man forever known as the Father of His Country. 

The Declaration of Independence Parchment Document:  
A Tale of Unlikely Survival Throughout Harrowing Times 
 

With the words of freedom freshly approved, the Declaration of Independence began its own remarkable 
adventure — one filled with danger, narrow escapes, and quiet acts of courage that would span nearly 
two and a half centuries. 
 

In the chaotic days of the Revolutionary War, the precious parchment traveled with the Continental Con-
gress for safety, journeying from Philadelphia to Baltimore, York, Princeton, Annapolis, and beyond as 
British forces drew near. After the war, it moved with the new federal government from New York to Phila-
delphia and finally to the young capital in Washington, D.C. 
 

Its greatest trial came during the War of 1812. As British troops marched on Washington in August 1814 
and prepared to burn the city, a brave State Department clerk named Stephen Pleasonton sprang into 
action. He packed the Declaration, along with the Constitution and other vital papers, into coarse linen 
bags, loaded them onto carts, and rushed them out of the capital. First hidden near Georgetown, the doc-
uments were then carried thirty-five miles to Leesburg, Virginia, and safely stored in a cellar vault at 
Rokeby House while flames consumed parts of Washington. Thanks to Pleasonton’s quick thinking and 
determination, America’s founding papers survived. 
 

In the years that followed, the document was proudly displayed in government buildings, though expo-
sure to light and frequent handling caused its ink to fade and its parchment to show the marks of time. 
During World War II, it was once again whisked away for protection — this time by train to a secure vault 
at Fort Knox, Kentucky — before returning home in 1944. 
 

In 1952, the Declaration found its permanent home at the National Archives Building in Washington, D.C. 
There, alongside the Constitution and Bill of Rights in the grand Rotunda, it rests today in a specially de-
signed, protective case filled with argon gas. Carefully conserved and guarded, the once-bright parch-
ment is now faded but still clearly legible — its weathered appearance telling its own   
 

 

Continued on Page 18 
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                     American Independence continued from page 17 

powerful story of endurance. Today, this resilient document has traveled far and endured much. It 
symbolizes not only the birth of American independence, but also the enduring effort of genera-
tions to preserve our founding principles. Its journey continues as a living piece of American herit-
age — a quiet but mighty witness to liberty. 

Visit the Declaration Today 
 

You can stand before this historic parchment in person at the National Archives Museum in Washington, D.C. (700 Pennsylvania Ave-
nue NW). Admission is free, and the Rotunda is open to the public most days. Seeing the actual document that launched a nation — 
and remembering the remarkable people who brought it into being — is a moving experience that brings history vividly to life for visitors 
of all ages. 
 

The original Declaration of Independence (along with the Constitution and Bill of Rights) is lowered each night into a secure, bomb-proof 
vault beneath the Rotunda of the National Archives Building in Washington, D.C. A special hydraulic elevator system lowers the entire 
display case 22 feet underground into a massive, multi-ton reinforced vault every night after the museum closes. The same system can 
quickly lower the documents in case of an emergency. This protective routine has been in place since the early 1950s, (with major up-
grades in 2001–2003). 
 

Now, fellow patriots, lets read  the text of the original document for ourselves. On the next three pages are the words that 
birthed the nation that that is our sacred inheritance. We hope you will read it aloud to your entire family to mark this very spe-
cial Independence Day—the 250th anniversary of our great Republic.  

 
Declaration of Independence Documents 

 

On the left is an image of an original Broadside Poster that was printed with the words of the Declaration of In-
dependence to be posted in public squares and markets across the colonies. This gave colonial citizens an ex-
actly worded copy of the document that Continental Congress had adopted. 
  

At right is an image of the original parchment copy of the Declaration signed first by John Hancock, followed by 
the other 55 Signers. Though faded, it is still legible today, installed in a protective case  at the National Ar-

Continued on Page 19 
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                     American Independence continued from page 18 

Continued on Page 20 
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Continued on Page 21 
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              American Independence continued from page 20 

 
HAPPY 250

th
 BIRTHDAY AMERICA!  
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                    Contest Calendar  -  July 2026 

Continued on Page 23 

+ RAC Canada Day Contest 0000Z-2359Z, Jul 1 

+ Phone Weekly Test 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 1 

+ A1Club AWT 1145Z-1300Z, Jul 1 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 1300Z-1400Z, Jul 1 

+ VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest 1700Z-2100Z, Jul 1 

+ Mini-Test 40 1700Z-1759Z, Jul 1 

+ Mini-Test 80 1800Z-1859Z, Jul 1 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 1900Z-2000Z, Jul 1 

+ VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest-NA 0000Z-0500Z, Jul 2 

+ Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest 
0000Z-0100Z, Jul 2 and 

  0200Z-0300Z, Jul 3 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 0300Z-0400Z, Jul 2 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 0700Z-0800Z, Jul 2 

+ NRAU 10m Activity Contest 

1700Z-1800Z, Jul 2 (CW) and 

  1800Z-1900Z, Jul 2 (SSB) and 

  1900Z-2000Z, Jul 2 (FM) and 

  2000Z-2100Z, Jul 2 (Dig) 

+ SKCC Sprint Europe 2000Z-2200Z, Jul 2 

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0100Z-0230Z, Jul 3 

+ NCCC FT4 Sprint 0100Z-0130Z, Jul 3 

+ Weekly RTTY Test 0145Z-0215Z, Jul 3 

+ NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 3 

+ K1USN Slow Speed Test 2000Z-2100Z, Jul 3 

+ Venezuelan Ind. Day Contest 0000Z-2359Z, Jul 4 

+ NZART Memorial Contest 

0800Z-0859Z, Jul 4 and 

  0900Z-0959Z, Jul 4 and 

  1000Z-1059Z, Jul 4 

+ TA VHF/UHF Contest 1200Z, Jul 4 to 1200Z, Jul 5 

+ ARAM 50 MHz Contest 1200Z-2400Z, Jul 4 
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                    Contest Calendar  -  July 2026 

Continued on Page 24 

+ Marconi Memorial HF Contest 1400Z, Jul 4 to 1400Z, Jul 5 

+ CQ Worldwide VHF SSB/CW Contest 1400Z, Jul 4 to 1400Z, Jul 5 

+ Original QRP Contest 1500Z, Jul 4 to 1500Z, Jul 5 

+ PODXS 070 Club 40m Firecracker Sprint 2000Z, Jul 4 to 2000Z, Jul 5 

+ FOC Old School Classic 1960s QSO Party 1200Z, Jul 5 to 1200Z, Jul 6 

+ K1USN Slow Speed Test 0000Z-0100Z, Jul 6 

+ ICWC Medium Speed Test 1300Z-1400Z, Jul 6 

+ OK1WC Memorial (MWC) 1630Z-1729Z, Jul 6 

+ RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW 1900Z-2030Z, Jul 6 

+ ICWC Medium Speed Test 1900Z-2000Z, Jul 6 

+ ARS Spartan Sprint 0000Z-0200Z, Jul 7 

+ Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest 0100Z-0159Z, Jul 7 

+ ICWC Medium Speed Test 0300Z-0400Z, Jul 7 

+ Tuesday's Telegraphy Contest 1930Z-2030Z, Jul 7 

+ Phone Weekly Test 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 8 

+ A1Club AWT 1145Z-1300Z, Jul 8 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 1300Z-1400Z, Jul 8 

+ VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest 1700Z-2100Z, Jul 8 

+ Mini-Test 40 1700Z-1759Z, Jul 8 

+ Mini-Test 80 1800Z-1859Z, Jul 8 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 1900Z-2000Z, Jul 8 

+ VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest-NA 0000Z-0500Z, Jul 9 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 0300Z-0400Z, Jul 9 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 0700Z-0800Z, Jul 9 

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0100Z-0230Z, Jul 10 

+ NCCC FT4 Sprint 0100Z-0130Z, Jul 10 

+ Weekly RTTY Test 0145Z-0215Z, Jul 10 

+ NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 10 

+ K1USN Slow Speed Test 2000Z-2100Z, Jul 10 
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                    Contest Calendar  -  July 2026 

Continued on Page 25 

+ SKCC Weekend Sprintathon 1200Z, Jul 11 to 2400Z, Jul 12 

+ IARU HF World Championship 1200Z, Jul 11 to 1200Z, Jul 12 

+ QRP ARCI Summer Homebrew Sprint 2000Z-2300Z, Jul 12 

+ 4 States QRP Group Second Sunday Sprint 0000Z-0200Z, Jul 13 

+ K1USN Slow Speed Test 0000Z-0100Z, Jul 13 

+ ICWC Medium Speed Test 1300Z-1400Z, Jul 13 

+ OK1WC Memorial (MWC) 1630Z-1729Z, Jul 13 

+ ICWC Medium Speed Test 1900Z-2000Z, Jul 13 

+ Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest 0100Z-0159Z, Jul 14 

+ ICWC Medium Speed Test 0300Z-0400Z, Jul 14 

+ DARC RTTY Sprint 1800Z-1929Z, Jul 14 

+ Tuesday's Telegraphy Contest 1930Z-2030Z, Jul 14 

+ Phone Weekly Test 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 15 

+ A1Club AWT 1145Z-1300Z, Jul 15 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 1300Z-1400Z, Jul 15 

+ VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest 1700Z-2100Z, Jul 15 

+ Mini-Test 40 1700Z-1759Z, Jul 15 

+ Mini-Test 80 1800Z-1859Z, Jul 15 

+ RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB 1900Z-2030Z, Jul 15 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 1900Z-2000Z, Jul 15 

+ VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest-NA 0000Z-0500Z, Jul 16 

+ Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest 
0000Z-0100Z, Jul 16 and 

  0200Z-0300Z, Jul 17 

+ NAQCC CW Sprint 0030Z-0230Z, Jul 16 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 0300Z-0400Z, Jul 16 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 0700Z-0800Z, Jul 16 

+ NTC QSO Party 1900Z-2000Z, Jul 16 

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0100Z-0230Z, Jul 17 

+ NCCC FT4 Sprint 0100Z-0130Z, Jul 17 
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Continued on Page 26 

+ Weekly RTTY Test 0145Z-0215Z, Jul 17 

+ NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 17 

+ K1USN Slow Speed Test 2000Z-2100Z, Jul 17 

+ LABRE DX Contest 0000Z, Jul 18 to 2359Z, Jul 19 

+ Russian Radio Team Championship 0700Z-1459Z, Jul 18 

+ Trans-Tasman Low-Bands Challenge 0800Z-1400Z, Jul 18 

+ Feld Hell Sprint 1200Z-1359Z, Jul 18 

+ IARU Region 1 70 MHz Contest 1400Z, Jul 18 to 1400Z, Jul 19 

+ CQ Worldwide VHF Digital Contest 1400Z, Jul 18 to 1400Z, Jul 19 

+ North American QSO Party, RTTY 1800Z, Jul 18 to 0559Z, Jul 19 

+ RSGB International Low Power Contest 0900Z-1200Z and 1300Z-1600Z, Jul 19 

+ YOTA Contest 1000Z-2159Z, Jul 19 

+ Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 2300Z, Jul 19 to 0100Z, Jul 20 

+ K1USN Slow Speed Test 0000Z-0100Z, Jul 20 

+ ICWC Medium Speed Test 1300Z-1400Z, Jul 20 

+ OK1WC Memorial (MWC) 1630Z-1729Z, Jul 20 

+ ICWC Medium Speed Test 1900Z-2000Z, Jul 20 

+ Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest 0100Z-0159Z, Jul 21 

+ ICWC Medium Speed Test 0300Z-0400Z, Jul 21 

+ Tuesday's Telegraphy Contest 1930Z-2030Z, Jul 21 

+ SKCC Sprint 0000Z-0200Z, Jul 22 

+ Phone Weekly Test 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 22 

+ A1Club AWT 1145Z-1300Z, Jul 22 
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                    Contest Calendar  -  July 2026 

Continued on Page 27 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 1300Z-1400Z, Jul 22 

+ Mini-Test 40 1700Z-1759Z, Jul 22 

+ Mini-Test 80 1800Z-1859Z, Jul 22 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 1900Z-2000Z, Jul 22 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 0300Z-0400Z, Jul 23 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 0700Z-0800Z, Jul 23 

+ RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data 1900Z-2030Z, Jul 23 

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0100Z-0230Z, Jul 24 

+ NCCC FT4 Sprint 0100Z-0130Z, Jul 24 

+ Weekly RTTY Test 0145Z-0215Z, Jul 24 

+ NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 24 

+ K1USN Slow Speed Test 2000Z-2100Z, Jul 24 

+ RSGB IOTA Contest 1200Z, Jul 25 to 1200Z, Jul 26 

+ Alabama QSO Party 1500Z, Jul 25 to 0300Z, Jul 26 

+ ARS Flight of the Bumblebees 1700Z-2100Z, Jul 26 

+ K1USN Slow Speed Test 0000Z-0100Z, Jul 27 

+ QCX Challenge 1300Z-1400Z, Jul 27 

+ ICWC Medium Speed Test 1300Z-1400Z, Jul 27 

+ OK1WC Memorial (MWC) 1630Z-1729Z, Jul 27 

+ QCX Challenge 1900Z-2000Z, Jul 27 

+ RSGB FT4 Contest 1900Z-2100Z, Jul 27 

+ ICWC Medium Speed Test 1900Z-2000Z, Jul 27 

+ Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest 0100Z-0159Z, Jul 28 
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Board of Directors at the next scheduled board meeting for       

authorization. 

  

The ARAC RELAY 

                    Contest Calendar  -  July 2026 

Our thanks to Bruce Horn, WA7BNM for use of this calendar 
Visit Bruce at  www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html  
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+ QCX Challenge 0300Z-0400Z, Jul 28 

+ ICWC Medium Speed Test 0300Z-0400Z, Jul 28 

+ Tuesday's Telegraphy Contest 1930Z-2030Z, Jul 28 

+ Phone Weekly Test 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 29 

+ A1Club AWT 1145Z-1300Z, Jul 29 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 1300Z-1400Z, Jul 29 

+ Mini-Test 40 1700Z-1759Z, Jul 29 

+ Mini-Test 80 1800Z-1859Z, Jul 29 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 1900Z-2000Z, Jul 29 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 0300Z-0400Z, Jul 30 

+ CWops Test (CWT) 0700Z-0800Z, Jul 30 

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0100Z-0230Z, Jul 31 

+ NCCC FT4 Sprint 0100Z-0130Z, Jul 31 

+ Weekly RTTY Test 0145Z-0215Z, Jul 31 

+ NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 31 

+ K1USN Slow Speed Test 2000Z-2100Z, Jul 31 


